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[Contributed by Edward H. Ward, Jr.~] 

Robert Morris to John Nicholson. 
Jno Nicholson Esq' 

Dear Sir, Hills Nov 1 1797 

Your several favours of this day (if distressing Billets can be called 
favours) Nol to 6 were brought out by Charles this Evening, by the last of 
them I see you had just rec'd mine which enclosed a Copy of the letter I 
wrote to the Trustees this morning. What you find right therein you will 
confirm, and if anything you condemn correct it by a letter from yourself, for 
we must follow them up and at least do all we can to prevent an unnecessary 
sacrifice of our property. I see by your No 1 that yon will need sleep to- 
night as well as myself and when I go to Bed I will say as they do in Eng- 
land over a pot of ale " Heres to you" My letter to the Trustees is a reply 
to this of yours without comment. Poor Boone, Poor Nicholson, Poor Mor- 
ris, Poor Sterritt, Poor Sheaff. Poor but who is not poor, except Ash- 
ley & Co. this replies to No 2. I have sworn to let no body inside of my 
House and not to go outside of the walls myself. If I see them it is out of 
a window, I being up stairs and they down When I snuff the open air it is 
on the top & there is some thing else to snuff there unless you keep to Wind- 
ward as you know. I wish I had some persons that I could name to take a 
smell to Leward until they would consent to do not their needs but ours, 
thats a good one. You have got a Boon, but it is of that sort that you & I 
have too many of, what the plague will you do with it. I wish to answer 
this question myself but cannot, and fear it will equally puzzle you. No 3. 
Damn the actions Descript and non Descript I hate them all and have a 
great mind not to " tir one tep" Cha 8 Young I do not like thee Cha 3 
Young, neither do I like thy business Cha 8 Young but I feel for thy situa- 
tion and regret that my Friend & I ever suffered thee to whistle away a 
Segar in our Company — No 4. Suits again, a curse on all suits say I. If 
they were good comfortable Winter Suits one might dispose of them, the 
more the better ; but these damned Suits wherein a Lawyer is the Taylor 
are neither good for man, Woman, Child or Beast. Away with them, away 
with them to Chief Justice McKean. He will dispose of them — a letter for 
Mr Ingraham sent to Doct r Wistars will reach him and letters sent to W m 
Sansom House will probably reach Mr Sansom. So much for No 5 and as 
to No 6 and last, to fulfil the Scripture I made it first, however a word more 
to it: dont you think Mr Ashleys leading Strings may give way, if the 
Comm' should take the Studd, & I fear they will for some of them we know 
are apt to ride resty, did you mark, " yes I am sure you did" Gen 1 Forrests 
expressions about the dapper little Dorsay — has not he got the Trustees in 
leading strings, now if we could cast a noose around his muzzle we might 
lead him, he would lead the Trustees, and they would lead the coram'. I 
think this would make as good a scene as Bates with Eo, Meo & Pleo or 
what the Devil are their names for I believe I am near them but not quite 
right, do I write like a man in distress or one deranged, perhaps I am both. 
Good night, I wish you rest. 

Bob' Morris. 

[Original in collection of R. C. Davis.] 
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[ Contributed by Dr. Horace Evans.] 

RoBEET MORHIS TO JoHN NlCHOLSON. 

No. 3. 

Hills, Deer. 14 th , 1797. 
Jno : Nicholson, Esq. : Dear Sir, 

1 have already acknowledged the receipt of your billets No. 1 to 5 of this 
day, but I was then too much hurried to say in reply all that ought to be 
said. Your sentiments in regard to 0. Y. agree exactly with mine, but 
what can wo do. Issuing paper is worse than Death or Jail, or anything. 
We have no money, nor anything that will command it, and as to security, 
nothing seems to be deemed security now, short of Prime Street security, 
and that is not worth Doctr. Logan's apple-tree buttons. Mr. Reinagle 
may be liable to Mr. Hallowell's ca. sa. and yet be worth more money (say 
property) than Mr. Hallowell or his client. Why therefore should he not 
enter bail and justify. But they mean to browbeat him, and for this pur- 
pose have employed E. Tilghman who knows Reinagle's circumstances from 
his having been a client and I think Tilghman ought to have had more 
pride and spirit than to have been made a " cat's-paw," under such circum- 
stances. However, if Mr. Reinagle has spunk enough to see the thing out 
and go through with what he has undertaken, I should like the tryal. Mr. 
Gibson is afraid of Tilghman. He believes him infallible, and dare not 
risque opposition to him, but if he means to be a great lawyer he should 
glory in opposing the whole Bar. and of all men his old Master. I mark 
your good intentions, in regard to Reinagle entering bail for me in pref- 
erence, if he cannot do it for both. This is, I think, what I should have 
done if the case had been reversed, and consequently it meets my approba- 
tion, altho' I fear that he cannot serve either of us unless the court chooses. 
Your interview with J. Baker was no doubt very interesting, both to him 
and to you, and I do not wonder that your feelings were wound up to a high 
pitch, but you must not go to Pruen Street. Parry the present difficulties, 
and fortune will smile hereafter, but if the key is once turned on you by the 
hand under any authority but your own, God only knows when that door 
shall be opened to you; perhaps never, until you shall be insensible to the 
affairs of this world. 

1 have already told you my regret at poor Dr. Moulder's exit from his own 
castle, and with you I disapprove of his not holding off as long as he could. 
Your consolation in this case is the only solid one which can protect a man 
against a reproaching world. I see you did not send on my letter to Sheriff 
Boone in time, and I have received one from him recapitulating his dis- 
tresses. If you neglect forwarding my letters I must not entrust you with 
them. Mr. Gibson should let us know as soon as possible Mr. Duponceau's 
determination as to the French business. 

If Noailles has a mind to serve you let him go and enter special bail to 
all the actions that require it. I thank you for the hint of Lovering and 
will take care, for he shall not come within these doors, nor will I go out 
thereof. William and Charles sallied forth whilst I was writing No. 2 to 
look for C. Tunis & Co.. but the latter avoided the rencounter, and as far 
as we know, went off. But I remember it was a sentiment of E. Thompson 
their principal, that by perseverance he could take any man living, there- 
fore I must be eternally on my guard by supposing that he and his myrmi- 
dons are constantly on the watch. 

Good Night. 

Jno : Nicholson, Esq. Robt. Mokets. 
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Dr. Bbnj. Rush to Griffith Evans. 
Dear Sir, 

Accept of my thanks for your friendly and interesting letter from Paris. 
I deplore with yon the factions which have torn that country to pieces, but 
you and I believe that "all evil is good in disguise," and of course that the 
present distractions of France are nothing but the seeds of great and uni- 
versal happiness. 

The United States continue to exhibit proofs to the world that Republics 
are practical governments. We are still peaceable and happy, and I have 
no doubt but we shall continue to be so, for many, many generations to 
come. 

D r Priestley has fixed his permanent residence in North 4 town. He is 
now on a visit to our city in which he is admired, and caressed by all classes 
of citizens, and by the Autocrats, for his political, and by the aristocrats 
for his religious principles. He has preached three times in the Universal 
Church to crowded and respectable audiences. His sermons (one excepted) 
were very popular. The unpopular one gave offence only by detailing the 
vices of Heathens in too gross language, in showing the necessity of the 
Christian Revelation to correct and banish those vices from civilized 
Society. 

M r Winchester preaches on Sunday evenings to crowded audiences, but 
they are composed chiefly of the second and lower classes of our citizens. 
He is as usual, eloquent, Scriptural, and irresistible in his reasonings upon 
all Subjects. 

The Treaty with Great Britain, though not popular in the House of Rep- 
resentatives, will it is expected, be supported by them. The treaty with 
Spain will, it is said, be ratified by a unanimous vote in the Senate. Thou- 
sands on the western waters already begin to shout its applause. 

With best respects to D r Edwards I am my Dear Sir 

Your Sincere Friend 
Philada. March 4 th L796. Benj: Rush. 



JDr. Benjamin Rdsh to John Nicholson. 
Dear Sir, 

Nothing could be more opportune than your kind offer to the poor Afri- 
cans. They had nearly despaired of being able to complete their church. 
The person who once offered to lend them money was Col. Cox. Finding 
that you had anticipated him in that benevolent act, he followed your kind- 
ness by bequeathing to them one hundred pounds. From their numbers, 
their increasing prosperity, and their punctuality in all their engagements, 
I have no doubt but your interest will be paid to a day every quarter. The 
lot and building amply secure the principal. In all my intercourse with the 
blacks, I have found them affectionate and grateful. You will find them 
more so, — for you have greater demands than I have ever had, upon their 
gratitude and affections. I find they have allotted a pew for each of us, on 
different sides of the pulpit of their church. On Saturday next they purpose 
to raise their roof, after which they are to have a dinner under a tree at a 
private house in the Neck, about a mile from town. I hope I shall have the 
pleasure of meeting you there, for they intend to invite you with two or three 
more of their white benefactors. I wish to suggest to you an idea of offering 
10,000, or more acres for sale on moderate terms, and on a credit for a few 
years, to Africans only who have been brought up as farmers. The attrac- 
tion of color and country is such, that I think the offer would succeed, and 
thereby a precedent be established for colonizing in time, all the Africans 
in our country. 

Vol. vi.— 8 



114 Original Letters and Documents. 

Adieu — my dear friend — May Heaven prosper you in all your great and 
extensive pursuits, and may you long continue to enjoy the highest and only 
rational pleasure that wealth can confer — I mean the luxury of doing good. 

From yours 

Sincerely 
August 12 th 1793 Bbnj 11 Rush. 

[Contributed by George de B. Keim.] 

Battle op Lonq Island. 
Eespected Friend, 1 

Allen McLane. j Philadelphia, 8 Mo : 3 d : 1824. 

Thy favor bearing date on the anniversary of the battle of Long 
Island is now before me. 

On that day the Regiment of Riflemen under the command of Col. 
Samuel Miles and of which I was first Major, was in danger of being sur- 
rounded by a heavy body of the British Army, and being the only officer 
then mounted, the Colonel requested me to ride with speed into the Brook- 
lyn lines and request of the commanding officer a reinforcement — when I 
applied to Gen : Putnam he said he could not spare a man. The enemy 
was approaching our left near the Wallabout. Soon afterwards a number 
of Miles's Regiment came into the lines near the centre, and brought the 
sad tidings that Col. Miles was taken prisoner, that Col. Piper was killed, 
with many other officers and privates. 

I collected all the officers and privates that had escaped that could be 
found, and I hastened to Gen : Washington, who was in the main work on 
the right of the lines, and requested instructions as to the position I should 
take with the riflemen : — He directed my view to the Mill dam, and some of 
the Americans on our right that was retreating through the Marsh from the 
Heights where Gen. Stirling was engaged. 1 hastened to the Mills, pulled 
them down for the retreating troops to pass over the Creek. The advance 
of the Americans had taken a British officer and 18 Marines — they got first 
over the creek into our lines, and you was one of the party that was guard- 
ing the prisoners. — I recognized you my old fellow Citizen and considered 
my friend Allen McLane an officer from the Philadelphia Militia thus saved 
from the British who were in view on the high ground firing their Howitz 
and field pieces at them. — Gen : Stirlings horse fell about this time, and his 
division followed the party that brought off the prisoners, and hundreds of 
the Americans escaped this way, which tended to strengthen Gen : Wash- 
ington's lines. 

I am very respectfully 

Thy friend, 

Ennion Williams. 

[ Contributed by Charles Roberts.] 
Dauphin County, Pa , in 1789. 

Sir, Louisbourg, March 5 th , 1789. 

A Hurry of Business added to a want of Health has hitherto prevented 
me from paying that Attention I could have wished to your Questions 
respecting the County of Dauphin. I now give you the Result of my Enqui- 
ries upon the different heads you propose arranged in the order of your 
Queries. 

Answer to 1 st Qn. Dauphin, formerly contained within the Limits of Lan- 
caster County, but divided from it and erected into a seperate County by 
Act of Assembly passed March 4th 1785. 
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Ans r . to 2 d Qu. It's Boundaries on the West and South West are the 
Western Shore of the River Susquehanna (the River being within the Limits 
and Jurisdiction of the County) on the South East Conawagoe Creek as far 
as the Head of it and from thence running in a direct Line to the south East 
Corner of Heidelberg Township where it strikes the Berks County Line 
thence north West by the Line of Berks County to Mahantango Creek 
thence along the same by the Line of Northumberland and crossing the Sus- 
quehanna to the Line of Cumberland County. It is thus described in the 
Act of Assembly, but perhaps it may be sufficient for your purpose to say. 
That it is bounded on the West and south West by the Counties of Cum- 
berland and York, on the South and South East by Lancaster County — on 
the East & North East by Berks and on the north by Northumberland, the 
greater and best part of the County lying in the valley betwen the blue or 
Kitatinny Mountain, and the Conawago Hill or South Mountain, which latter 
Name it obtains in Cumberland County. Its form is triangular and its Ex- 
tent along the Susquehanna about forty-five miles from thence to the Line 
of Berks County about thirty-five Miles and from thence to the same River 
along the Line of Berks and Northumberland Counties about fifty-five miles. 

Answ r to 3 d Qu. There are 3250 taxable Inhabitants in Dauphin from 
whence perhaps it may be estimated that there are not less than 16, or 18000 
souls. These consist with a very few Exceptions of German and Irish or 
what are in Pennsylvania called Scotch Irish and their descendants. I think 
about two thirds of the Inhabitants are Germans or of that Extraction. The 
principal religious denominations among them are Lutherau and Calvinists 
perhaps about an equal number of each — there is also a small Congregation 
of Moravians who have a place of worship about a mile from the Town of 
Lebanon. There are besides a good number of Menonists and a small So- 
ciety of Roman Catholicks who have a Chapel in Lebanon Township. 

The religious Profession of the Irish families is the Presbyterian. They 
have three meeting houses, one in West Hanover, one in Paxton and one in 
Derry Township. There are also a few Seceders and Covenanters who being 
too inconsiderable in number to form distinct Societies have generally fallen 
in with the before mentioned Congregations. The english Episcopalians, 
Quakers &c of which we have a few are by no means numerous enough to 
have places of Worship. 

Ans r to 4 ,h Qu. The soil is generally good and in some parts remarkably 
fertile more particularly in Lebanon and Heidelberg Townships and in that 
part of Paxten lying along the River. A great portion of the County is 
Lime stone land but as it approaches the Kittatinny Mountain which runs 
through it a Distance of near thirty Miles it is generally a gravelly or light 
slaty soil which however produces very good and certain Crops of excellent 
Wheat Rye &° Beyond the mountain to Northumberland County which 
Tract of Country comprehends upper and middle Paxton Townships. The 
quality of the soil is much inferior to the other parts and is very little culti- 
vated. It is generally timbered with pine & white oak and watered with a 
number of fine Streams which enable the Inhabitants to erect Saw Mills and 
to drive on a very beneficial Trade in Boards & c but tho' the soil of this Country 
is somewhat sandy & in other parts wet as may be inferred from the timber 
yet it produces pretty good Grain and affords a great deal of good meadow 
Ground. Prom the best information I am inclined to think that the propor- 
tion of the Land under Cultivation will average at less than an half. The 
trade to Philadelphia and the Mills on the Road thither, our principal Export 
being Wheat and flour — we also export Bar Iron and the neighbouring 
Country is supplied with Boards Scantling &° from Louisbourg and Middle- 
town which are situated on or near Susquehanna down which great Quanti- 
ties of these Articles are rafted in the Spring and Autumn at which Seasons 
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the waters being high the navigation is rendered safe and easy Our Exports 
(except what are taken off by the watermen who bring down Lumber and 
Grain) are conveyed by Land, the navigation of the Susquehanna being at 
present too much obstructed below Middletown by Rocks Falls &° to make 
it eligible to convey them by Water to Baltimore and the other Markets in 
the Chesapeake which may possibly be the case in future when the Country 
has ability to remove these Obstructions. 

Our chief Imports besides the Articles brought down the Eiver as already 
mentioned are European and East and West India Merchandize brought 
from Philadelphia. The natural Growth of the Soil is generally Hickory, 
Oak, Chesnut, Poplar and near the River Walnut Locust, Linn or Linden, 
Maple, Ash, Beech &° with the Herbage usual in other parts of the State. 
Its productions from Culture are Wheat Rye, Oats, Barley, Indian Corn, 
Flax, Hemp &°. 

Ans r . to 5* Qu. The Rivers are the Susquehanna the Swetara a large 
stream which has its source in Berks County and after watering a consider- 
able Extent of Country in its windings empties into the Susquehanna at 
Middletown — the Quitapahilla which discharges itself into the Swatara and 
the Tulpehocken which empties into Schuylkill (about a mile from Reading) 
between the Head waters of which (i e the Tulpehocken) and the Quipahilla 
which approach within a mile of each other near the town of Lebanon it has 
been in Contemplation to cut a Canal and thereby by means of Locks & c to 
open a navigable Communication between the Schuylkill and Susquehanna 
a work which though at present laid aside will probably one day be carried 
into Execution. There are besides these several less important Streams 
vizt. Paxtang, Conewano, Spring Creek, Clark's Creek, Sturgeons, Arm- 
strong, Beaver Creek, Monady, Wickonisky, little Swetara &° most of which 
afford seats for Mills & every kind of water works. 

I know of nothing remarkable in the Mountains of which there are several 
in the County viz 1 , the blue Mountain already mentioned and several other 
Ridges in its Neighbourhood such as Peter's Mountain, Berry's Mountain 
&° and the Conawagoe Hill, in which there is a Mine of Iron Ore belonging 
to the Estate of the late Mr. Grubb (part whereof is in Lancaster City) 
which appears to be inexhaustible — 

There is a Spring near the foot of the blue Mountains much celebrated 
and resorted to by the Country People on Account of its supposed Efficacy 
in the Cure of Rheumatic and other chronic Disorders, but from what I can 
learn if it possesses any virtue it arises chiefly from its excessive coldness. 

There is also a Cave on the Banks of the Swatara about a mile from Hum- 
mel's town in derry Township deemed a great Curiosity by those who have 
seen it. It's Aperture being under a pretty high Bank is from 15 to 20 feet 
wide and from 7 to 10 in Height — Yon enter by a gradual Descent and in 
your Progress pass through a number of Passages and Apartments of vari- 
ous Dimensions, some low and narrow others very high and spacious, vaulted 
by magnificent Canopies fretted with a variety of depending Petrifactions, 
some of which are drawn to a great Length by means of their continued Ex- 
udation. But much of their original Beauty and Transparency is obscured 
by the smoke of the Torches from time to time employed in conducting the 
curious Traveller through this gloomy Recess. From the Entrance of the 
Cavern to a small Fissure or Outlet at the Extremity which is barely large 
enough to admit the Body of a Man is about 200 yards measured in a strait 
Line on the surface of the Ground under which it passes, but the Distance 
must be much greater to those who have the Courage to trace it in its sub- 
terraneous Windings. This is the only natural Curiosity in the Country 
that I have heard of and I know of no Antiquities or artificial ones. 

Ans r to 6 th Qu. The Country was first settled by Emigrants from Ireland. 
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Ans r to 7" 1 Qu. The state of Agriculture is much the same as in the 
neighbouring Counties & will doubtless admit of much Improvement. The 
same may be said of the Manufactures though some Branches seem to merit 
a particular mention viz'. A nail factory at Louisbourg which is carried on 
by means of a stamping Machine much cheaper & more expidiously than in 
the usual mode of drawing — also a Powder Mill of Lebanon Township in 
which is manufactured Powder of a very superior Strength and Quality. 
Besides these I cannot omit a Grist Mill within a Mile of Middletown seated 
very advantageously on the Swetara <fe about half a Mile from the mouth of 
it. It is a very large and handsome stone Building has four pair of Stones 
and is perhaps in every respect one of the most complete in Pennsylvania. 
But what is perhaps more deserving of Attention is the Race a Canal from 
twenty to thirty feet in Breadth and carried with such a decree of Boldness 
to a Length of 476 perches through Eocks and Hills and every Obstacle 
which occurred in its Course as cannot fail to excite a very high Idea of the 
enterprizing Spirit & persevering Industry of Mr. George Frey the under- 
taker and owner. 

We have as yet no Academy or public schools but shall in common with 
the other Counties of the State have a Tract of Land granted & appropri- 
ated by the Legislature for the Establishment of one besides which we are 
entitled to the annual proceeds of a Ferry across the Susquehanna at present 
rented for £155 per An m . which shou'd it (as in all probability it will) be 
applied to this Use will constitute a very respectable Fund. 

Ans r . to 8 th Qu. The County comprehends ten Townships viz*. Paxton (or 
Paxtang which is the original Indian uame), upper Paxton, Middle Paxton, 
East Hanover, "West Hanover, Derry, Londonderry, Lebanon, Bethel and 
Heidelberg — and ten Towns viz'. Louisbourg or Harrisburgh containing 
about 130 dwelling houses, a Gaol being a plain stone Building and a Ger- 
man Church a Log Building — Lebanon containing about 180 Houses and 
two German Churches built of Wood. Middletown containing 90 odd 
Houses & one German Church of Wood. Hummel's town containing about 
35 Houses &one German Church of Wood. — Anville or Miller's town contain- 
ing about 35 houses Heidelberg or Shaffer's town containing about 70 Houses 
& 2 German Churches one of which is a handsome stone Building — Newman's 
town containing about 20 houses— Tulpehocken or Myer's town containing 
about 25 houses — Williamsburg or Jones's town containing about 40 houses 
and one German of Wood. N. B. Iu Lebanon one of the Churches belongs 
to the Lutheran the other to the Calvinists, so in Heidelberg, but in the 
other Towns where there is but one, it generally belongs to both societies 
and is used by them alternately. 

Answ r to 9 th Qu. The Name of the principal Town or Seat of the Courts 
is Louisbourg so styled by the Supreme Executive Council in their proceed- 
ings as well as in those of the Courts altho' it is more generally known by 
the name of Harrisburgh — it is a fine flourishing place & its progress amaz- 
ing having been laid out a little better than 3 years. It lies between the 
40" 1 & 41 s ' degree of Latitude and is somewhat more than a degree & a half 
West of Philada. its Distance from that place 100 Miles and its Bearing about 
West and by North — 

This is the most accurate Information I cou'd obtain with respect to the 
Objects of your Inquiry. I have probably been more minute than necessary 
in some Cases, but agreeably to your desire was willing to give as full an Au- 
svver as possible and shall be happy if it affords you any Assistance in your 
very useful Undertaking in which I wish you Success and 

Am Sir 

Your very hble Serv' 

Alkx. Gkaydon. 

To Mr. Jedediah Morse. 
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POSTSCRIPT to the Pennsylvania Journal, July 12, 1770, 



A LETTER 

From the Merchants Committee of New- York, to the Merchants Committee in, 
this place, dated New-York, July 10, 1770, with the Answer. 



New- York, July 10, 1770. 

GENTLEMEN, 

IN pursuance of the printed advertisement, 
Inclosed you by our last express ; we are 
directed to acquaint you, that the sense of our 
inhabitants has been again taken according to 
the inclosed written proposals from our com- 
mittee ; which was not finished until last 
night ; and as there appeared a great ma- 
jority for importing everything, except such 
articles as are, or may be hereafter be sub- 
ject to duty for the purpose of raising a reve- 
nue in America, and in consequence thereof, 
many orders for goods may be sent by the 
packet to sail to-morrow or next day ; we are 
ordered to give you the most early advice of 
this event by another express, that if your 
merchants should chuse to send any orders, 
they may avail themselves of a vessel which, 
we hear, will be ready to sail from your 
port for London on Saturday next. Another 
opportunity will also offer from hence for 
Liverpool the same day. 

We are very sorry our late earnest endea- 
vours to harmonize with our brethren of 
Philadelphia, have proved abortive ; but we 
flatter ourselves the event will abundantly 
justify the measure adopted by the majority 
of our inhabitants, although they appear just 
now to be singular in their opinion. 
We remain, 
With great regard, 

Gentlemen, 
Tour most Humble Servants. 
To Committee of Merchants 

in Philadelphia. 



In the above Letter was inclosed the following. 

THE above persons are requested by the com- 
mittee of merchants to divide themselves in 
pairs, one of each party ; and to take the sense 
of their ward for, and against Importation ; by 
taking down the names of the inhabitants after 
reading to tliem the following proposition, with- 
out using any other arguments, viz. 

As by the return of our expresses from Bos- 
ton and Philadelphia, we are advised by let- 



ters from their committees, that a majority of 
both places are for maintaining their Non- 
Importation Agreements on their present fool- 
ing. 

Is it your sen timents tliat we should also abide 
by our present Non-Importation Agreement; 
or to import everything except the articles which 
are, or may hereafter be subject to Duty ? 

It is expected that every Person who is waited 
on, will candidly give his opinionfor, or against 
importation, and that the Committee appointed 
to wait on them, will make a return of their 
voices to the Committee of Inspection, at Mrs. 
Wrag's on Monday Evening the 9<A of July, 
without fail. 

By Order of the Committee. 



Philadelphia, July 11, 1770. 

WE are sorry to find by your letter on the 
10th inst. by express, that a majority of 
your city have determined to break your 
Non-Importation Agreement ; a measure 
which we think will be prejudicial to your 
own and the liberties of all America. — Argu- 
ments are now vain. — To posterity and to 
your country you must answer for the step 
you have now taken. — The disposition you 
shewed on a former occasion, and the letters 
we received from you since the passing of 
the Act of 7 G. 3, promised a different con- 
duct. We cannot even " flatter ourselves the 
event will justify the measure you have 
adopted." You have certainly weakened 
that union of the colonies on which their 
safety depends, and will thereby strengthen 
the hands of our enemies, and encourage 
them to prosecute their designs against our 
common liberty. We cannot forbear telling 
you, that however you may colour your pro- 
ceedings, we think you have, in the day of 
trial, deserted the cause of liberty and your 
country. 

We are, gentlemen, 
Your obedient humble servants, 
And assured friends. 

To The Merchants Committee 
of New-York. 



